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Message from the President 
Assalamu-alaykum Wa Rahmatullah Wa barakatuh, 

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Beneficent. Alhamdulillah, all praise is 
due to Almighty Allah (SWT) for granting the Canberra Islamic Centre Executive 
Committee the strength, wisdom and guidance to persist through the many challenges 
encountered during the past year. 

Reflections on the Year 
This year has been marked by tremendous sadness, anxiety, and frustration. We have 
witnessed atrocities and devastation on a scale rarely seen before, with entire 
communities displaced, suffering from starvation and bombings. Despite these 
hardships, we remain grateful and hopeful, advocating with perseverance and a firm 
belief that justice will eventually prevail for those affected communities. 

Our Strategic Focus 
Throughout the year, our efforts have centred on enhancing inclusion, strengthening 
governance, and achieving financial self-sufficiency. We have also worked diligently to 
restore and expand grass roots religious and social services to pre-pandemic levels. 

Highlights of the Year 

A New Strategic Plan: 2025–2030 

We have developed a new strategic plan that sets out our vision for the next five years, 
focused on sustainability, inclusivity, and service to our community. 

Key Focus Areas 
1. Financial Self-Sufficiency 

2. Community Engagement 

3. Promulgation of Islamic Education 

4. Resourcing and Volunteer Development 

5. Digital Transformation 



Achievements Over the Last Year 

Physical Infrastructure & Digital Platforms 

Security, Safety and refurbishment: 

• Gate security continues to improve, allowing better communication with 
community members who are frequent users and who have gained the trust of 
the Executive Committee regarding gate access. 

• CCTV systems have been upgraded to further enhance real time monitoring. 

• Support from ACT Policing has bolstered our security measures. 

• Prayer timings have been streamlined and are now easily accessible via the CIC 
website and WhatsApp. 

• The Sabah Al Ahmad Masjid Lift has been repaired and is now operational. 

• Masjid external cladding has been replaced. 

• Masjid roof has undergone necessary repairs. 

• Masjid washrooms have been refitted to improve facilities. 

Community Engagement 

Communal Religious Practice: 

• Regular congregational prayers, along with Zakat and Sadaqa collection. 

• Ramadan activities including Tarawih prayers, Quran memorisation, and 
childcare services. 

• Eid celebrations for the community. 

• Hosting funeral services, including washing and Janaza rites. 

• MOUs) have been renewed with ACT Muslim Association to support youth 
programs and ongoing deliver funeral services. 

Support for Masjid Construction and Relief Projects: 

• Transparency has been promoted through an Expression of Interest (EOI) 
application process for external fundraising requests in support of local and 
interstate Mosque construction projects. 

• Supported not-for-profit organisations include: 

o Islamic Society Of Palmerston Inc. 

o AusGive International Inc. (A06579) 



o AusRelief Ltd. 

o Palestinian Australian New Zealand Medical Association (PANZMA) 

o Benalla Multicultural Association, NSW 

o Teebah Islamic Association - Belmore 

o Islamic Sciences and Research Academy - ISRA 

o Darul Qur'an Canberra Incorporated 

o Masjid and Islamic Services Centre – Hobart 

o Benalla Multicultural Association Incorporated 

o United Muslims of Northern Territory 

o ISLAMIC SOCIETY OF PALMERSTON INC 

o Daarul Arqam Australia – Pakenham Vic 

Islamic Religious Education: Sabah Al Ahmad Masjid and Islamic Education Centre 

• Sabah Al Ahmed Masjid provides Quran classes for youth and adults. 

• Sabah Al Ahmad Masjid Quran memorisation competitions are held during 
Ramadan. 

• Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) have been renewed and signed with 
Canberra Islamic School (CIS) to deliver a weekly Sunday School.  

Islamic Religious Education: A Wider Reach 

• ACT Islamic Education Services (ACTIES) continues to expand Islamic Studies 
(Scripture) to more ACT Public Schools. 

• DFAT delegates have gained cultural awareness through visits to Sabah Al 
Ahmed Masjid and Islamic Education Centre. 

• Independent school’s student visits to CIC and the Masjid builds understanding 
of Islam. 

Events and Social Activities: 

• AMV Eid Festivals and Spring Fair have brought the community together. 

• Guest speakers, including interstate sheikhs and medical professionals have 
addressed important topics in seminars (Healthy Ramadan, Faith-Based 
Approaches to Mental Wellness). 

• CIC co-Sponsored One Million Qurans initiative with Restu Foundation 
Malaysia. 



• Youth sports activities have been strengthened through a Youth Town Hall, 
gathering ideas from young members, parents, and volunteers. 

• CIC/Masjid Open Day was held in collaboration with CIS. 

• Private hall hired for weddings and other events and social celebrations. 

Financial Self-Sufficiency 
• Continued efforts towards financial self-sufficiency remain a central priority for 

the centre as we venture into other services such as a community café and other 
areas of community need. 

• A new project to develop the 4th quadrant of the CIC – Sabah Al Ahmad Masjid 
complex has commenced by this EC with the scope; functional needs being 
drafted. 

ACTIES Report 
• Over the past three years, ACTIES delivering Islamic Studies in schools has 

successfully recruited and trained more than 190 volunteer teachers, 
demonstrating our ongoing commitment to quality education and community 
engagement. 

• We have over 700 students registered now at 26 Schools across the ACT. 

• Each week, 55 lessons are delivered, providing consistent and valuable Islamic 
foundational knowledge and learning opportunities for Muslim students across 
the ACT. 

• ACTIES is entirely volunteer-driven and self-funded, relying on the generosity and 
support of our local community through donations. 

Throughout this period, we have gained valuable insights into the ACT Education 
Directorate’s Religious Education Policy. Our experiences have informed ongoing 
dialogue and advocacy efforts to improve policy outcomes for our students and 
families. 

Challenges Identified 
Despite our successes, we have identified several challenges within the current 
Religious Education Policy. A key concern remains the scheduling of Islamic Studies 
lessons, which are often timetabled during students’ break and lunch times. Feedback 
from parents highlights frustration with this arrangement, as it disrupts students’ much-
needed downtime and has led to inconsistent attendance. Addressing these issues is 
essential to ensuring equitable access to religious education for all Muslim students. 

Action Taken 
To address these concerns, ACTIES has formally written to the Minister for Education, 
outlining the challenges faced and proposing solutions. Our submission aims to ensure 



these matters are considered during the upcoming review of the Religious Education 
Policy by the Education Directorate. We remain committed to representing the needs of 
our community and advocating for positive change. 

Looking Ahead 
We are deeply grateful for the opportunity to establish Islamic Studies (scripture) in ACT 
public schools and for the ongoing support from our community. InshaAllah, we will 
continue to advocate for improvements to the Religious Education Policy, with the goal 
of ensuring that all Muslim students have fair and meaningful access to Islamic Studies 
within the ACT public school environment. We look forward to working collaboratively 
with all stakeholders in the year ahead to achieve these outcomes. 

Special Message: Unlocking CIC’s Potential 
It is important to recognise that the Canberra Islamic Centre should not be viewed 
merely as a physical facility limited for social and religious gatherings. The centre’s true 
value lies in its capacity to serve as a platform and foundation for ideas that foster 
social good and benefit the wider community. 

• The ACTIES program is a unique example of how entire families and communities 
have received significant benefits in Islamic education. 

• Looking ahead, CIC should be seen as a springboard for community-driven 
initiatives, enabling the realisation of ideas that contribute positively to society. 

 

Lastly, I wish to acknowledge and thank the Executive Committee Members and the 
Imam of Sabah Al Ahmad Masjid Imam Adama Konda for their hard work over the year.  

We continue to be grateful to the Embassy of the State of Kuwait and the current 
Charged ‘Affairs Mr. Ahmed Ben Yousef, for his support. We also recognise the many 
collaborations with stakeholders including Canberra Islamic School (CIS), the ACT 
Muslim Association (ACTMA), and the Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies (CAIS) ANU. 
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